t

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRS$ SESSION OF THE SECOND MIZCRAM .
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY HELD AT TR ASSEMBLY HALL FROM
21ST JUNE,1978 TO WTH JULY, 1978,

S———
-

TING ON 22D JUNE, 1978 AT 10:3@ A.M.

Pu Thangridema, Speaker in the Chair, Chief Minister, % Ministers
and 2% Members, - :

1. AdfAress by the;Liéutenant Governor.
8, Laying of copy of Address on the Table.
3¢ ‘Motion of Thanks.

lir. Speaker and Hon'ble Members,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the first
session of the newly elected Mizoram Legislative Assemdbly, I "
extend a hearty welcome to all HMembers of thds House and wish them
a frultful tenure in the service of our people. It 1s a matter
of great satisfaction that the entire process of election to the
Leglslative Assembly has passed off smoothly without any urtoward.
incident, It 1= the first time that elections have bee n held in -
the month of May when rains had commenced. In spite of the diffl=-
culties in commnications and transpordation, the electoral ena
security arrangements worked efficiently and elections were
completed as scheduled. The peaceful conduct of elections in ,
Mlzoram is particularly creditable when viewed against the back- - -
ground of the disturbed conditions which have prewailed in thils
territory since 1966. The credit goes primarily to the polditical
7 turity of the electorate and the confidence which our people
have in the democratic principles and proccsses enshrined in
our Constitution. : -

Pe * The Council of Ministers which assumed office earilder = -
this zonth has come in on the basis of a popular verdict given hy
the people at the Polls. In a way, this mandate by the people 18

a re~affirmation of thedr faith-in the p .of peace and abjitrement
of violence., My Government stands comml finding a peaceful
golutlon of all problems in a spirit of reconcilistion. In this
spirit we welcome the understanding reached om 1st July, 1976,
betheen the Mizo National Front and Government of India snd eagerly
awalt its final implement-tion. The path of violrnece hs
nothing but misery and sufferings for our peorle snd my Governmemt
will work sincerely and steadfastly towarcds schievin- lasting . .-
peace in Mizoram. In this endeavour, consi‘erations of any‘%dffﬁj
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or Group interes ‘

because achlevement of peace is the sole overwhelming desire
of all people in-Mizoram and this noble task should transcend
all other considerations, DMy Government would, .

appeal to all people in MiZbram, incluiling those who are still
underground, to extend their whole-hearted cooperation in
achleving this great :objective. e

3. Mizoram has remaianed backward pnrtly due to the distur-~
bed conditions. Comparatively peaceful conditions prevailing;
during the last two years provided an opportunity for taking
up developmental projects in the interior. Our people have -
not really tasted the frults of planned fconomic development
and it 1s time that an allout effort is mountec in this
sphere. In the coming years my Government will strivehard

to make up for the last time and glve 2 big thrust to develop=-
mental activities in all fields and imrove the stnndard of
living of the common men. This 1s essential for wiring ocut

the back-log of economic tackwardness sznd for catching up-
with the more advanced areas 1n the country. This will require
sustained hard work by the Sovermmental machinery =nl Blso by
the people. Mizos are a hard-working and forward-lccking
people and- I have no doubt thnt glven the opportunity and
guidance they will forge shead and bring presrerity to thelr
territory.

4. . The annual Develdpment Plan for the current year has

an outlay of Rs 16.65 crores as against last year's outley of

fs 11.36 crores - an increase of over 46%. The mwajéor takk before
the Government would be prcper utilization of these funds so
that the common man gets th: maximum benefit. Uith the assump-
tion of office by the Janat-

ities in planning have undergone a welcome shift. The emphesis
Boday is on rural development and small-scale and village
industries aimed at genercting lerge-scale employment. Agricul-
ture is a high priority sectore. This shift in rricrities is of
advantage to us in Mizoram, ~s we mostly live 1n villages and
are dependent for livelihood on agpirudture, The bane of agri-
culture in Mizoram has been the traditional sys-tem of shifting
cultivation which has led to ‘estruction of fcrasts year after
year, It will be the main strategy of wy Government to wean
people away from this wasteful practice anc settl@»tham»on
permanent cultivation by recldliing land in th> vallcys, and
terracing the hill-sides,” During the eurremt ycar 1t is pro- -
posed to reclaim and terrace 4,500 hectares of land.

5 hpart from promoting paidy cultivation in lcw lands, .
it 1s proposed to d’wersify our production pattoern. Such a
diversification seems essential nct only for gresteTr prospe-
rity of our people but also for safe uarding their nterests

in the event of a calamity of the type(Thingter) we Inced
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- last year when a coénsiderable portion of our paddycer:zp was
destyoyed by rates Here it weculd be relevant to mention the
success achieved in the cultivation of ginger which was taken
‘up in a big way only 3 years ago. Production of ginger has.
gone up from a mere 33,000 guintals( 282,72 HA) 1in 197475

to about 3 lakh quintals ( 5,250 HA) in 1977-78 as per estima-
tes Of -the hgriculture Department. Potatoes and maize hhve
also been Introdueed and the success achieved so f=r is very

. encouraging. The current seasonal crop of potatoes 1s estima~
ted to be over 50 thousand guintals, which will fetch about

70 to 795 lakhs of rup=es to the growers. Maize and Behliang
(4rhar) can easily thrive in large parts of Mizoram and can
provide useful addition to the local food crop. ~ Although, .~
traditionally we are rice-cating people, it will be desirable
to gradually change our dlet pzittern and wake 1t more balanced.
Here I would like to mention that besides our efforts to produce

. more food and cash crcps we willl also have to devote attention °
to explore suitable markcts for our surpluses and secure the
best prdce for the-growers,

6e . Lpart from foodgrain crops, schewes for promoting orange,

- pineapple, coffee and rubber plantaticns in Mizoram have also

been formulated. For undertaking reserch in the field of agri-
- culture a Sub-Station has Been set up at Kolesib .by the Indian - -
Council of Agricultural Rescarch. & Krishl Vigyan Kendra .
(agricultural Training Ceatre) has also heen set ur next to-this
- 8u, -Seation for giving training to cultivators in the latest
scientific techniques in azriculture. We are also cstablishing
an integrated Training Centes at Hnahthial for imparting tral-
ning to the field staff of Agriculbure Department.  For high@;
training Government is deputing sclected students on stipends
$0 various Agricultural Universities for degree and post gra-
duate courses in Agriculturc Science.

. In the fleld of forcstry, year after year, forests
have been destroyed due to the wasteful practice of shifting
cultivation. Government proposesSto prepare long-term plans
to delteleop timber as well as firewood forests, During the
. current year there is a programme of bringing up 2,200
hectarss under new forests, :

7+ - Gommunicatiogs is an important factor which contributes
-.to the economic gro@%h of an area, Until a few years ago there
were hardly any roads in this territory. Total provision sought
for road development during the year is about fs 390 lakhs on

the Plan side and ks 234 lakhs on the non-Plan side. Whilst
during the year 1977-78, 150 Kms. of kutcha roads and 12 Kms
black-top roads were constructcd under the State Flan, it is
proposed to take up 172 Kms of kutcha roads and 27 Kms. of . . -
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of black-top roads during the current year. In addition we have
a programme for metalling and gravelling 100 Kms., of the existing
kutcha roads. Our str-tegy is to metal at least 100 Kws. of
kutcha roads every ycar so that more and more of all weather
roads are availaeble during the next few years. In a hilly area
criss-crossed by rivers it is necessary to provide bridges at
convenient points, Work has een started on sonstruction of

a bridge on river Tuichang below Keitum. It is also proposed
to initiate steps during the current year for construction of
bridges on river Tulpui below Khawbung and riveor Tulvawl Chhuah
below Khawlek.

. Currently, the Government is spending over & 11 lakhs
annually on rcnt for housing the varlous officés. To provide
proper accomodation for Secrztariat offices, we have taken up
a ph=sed programme to bve completed Aduring the next 4/5 years,
ks 25 lakhs will be spent during the current ycar.

My Government attaches o very high priority to the task
of providing drinking water to the peonle. Currently 51
schemes are under exzcution by the Public Health Engincering
Department. It is proposed to spend & 155 lakhsg during the
current year on these schemes and 1% of these are cxrected to
be completed. The execution of these schemes in killy tcerrain
45 2 fAirly difficult task involving in some cases » distance
of 14 Kms. over which water h-~s to be carried ~nd in certain
cases pumping has to be done over o number of stages. For
Adzaw]l town 7 stnges of pumplng has to be undertaken to bring
up water from river Dhaleshwari(Tlrwng). 4 scheme for augmen-
tation of water supply for Aiz-owl town costing Ps '150 lakhs has
been. sanctioned, This scheme will be completed over a period
of three years ~nd will provide sufficient wgter to meet the
needs of this growing Capital town of the Union Territory.

O. Power 1is an essentinl ccmponent of the brsic infras-
tructure required for econocmle progress, Currently we are
having total instolled copacity cof 2,816 KiWs of power based
on dlesel generators, In additicn, we are getting 700 KWs
of gricd power through the 66 KV Transmission Line, More
power 1is expected to flow into Mizor-m through 66 KV Line

ommi~ <2fter the/Kardam-Kalai Projecet in sissam ~nd Kopill Project in

sion—- Meghalaya, My Government is also keenly interested in |

nz of Speedily getting lnvestig-ted possibility of establishing
hydel-generating statlons on Dhaleshw ng(Tlawng), Mat and
Tulvai rivers, To collect basic date In regard to Dhales-
hwari cnd M=t rivers, an Investigntion Division h-s been
cre~ted in the Electriclty Department. We hove requested
Government of India to extend assistance in this taske.
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10. In the field of industry the main cmphagis s

on small and village industries. In the past, sewing machines,
knitting machincs, hand-tools, etc., have besn made avallable
to self-employed artisans. Iicustrial loans have been advan~
ced for small-scale incustrial ;rojects. Three Industrial
iraining Centrcs =nd 8 Demonstration Centres have been set

up to propygate use of fly-shuttlc lomms. Weavers' Service '
Centres are functioning at 24 places, and at 16 locatlons
Co-operative Societies h-ve been formed to assist the
weavers.j jwchunised yarn dyzing factory has been establish-
ed at Aizawl, When fully commis:ticrned, this unit will pro-
vide properly dyed yarn to our weavers. & similar programme
of expansion has been introduced 1n the field of sericulture.
Due to availability of oak in large areas in thc eastern

parts of Mizoram, a comprehensive programme has been drawn up

for rearing anc producing oak tasser,

11. Another major development has been the formation
of Small Industries Development Borporation which 1s the first
public "sector Company registercd in this Union Territory. The
‘Corporation will provice substantial assistance to the small-
Scale industries sector and will also act as a financing
agency for such projects. Another notable gain has been the
introduction of the scheme of Central subsidy on capital
investment under which 62 entrepreneums in Mizoram have re-
ceived a subsidy of ™ 5.50 lakhs. This 1s a continuing scheme,
During the current yesr it is prorcsed to establish two Dis-
trict Industrics Centres - one each in district Alzawl and -
Lunglei - for which we are getting assistance of & 17.5 lakhs
from the Geverimont of -India, -.Thése Cantrus will rrovide s
unZer -“ne.ro o, cll.oscrvicos and-su;rort requircd by small
entrepreneurs, iucluding identification of a suitable scheme,
preparatlon of feasibility re;ort, arrangements for supply

of machinery and couipment, provision of raw mnterials and
even credit facilities, ' ‘

12. In the field of literacy Mizcram, holds an
enviable position with a percentage of literacy which is

the second highost in the country. However, in education
there have been certain arcas of ne:lect, such as, mathe-
matics S2iences A gpecial programme is, therefore, _
belng undertiken to improve the teaching of these subjects.
This igisessential bcgguse our yoygg boys and girls can get
admissien to profcssional and technical collezes only if they .
are gobd in these subjects anc we do need a: large number of
doctors and engineers in the years to come. Sustained
efforts are also being made to improve the qualityv of
teachgrs by putting them through %aricus training courseg,
Mizordm Inztitute of Educntion and Under-Greduate Teachers '
Traiq}ng Institute are conduecting such training courses and
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it 1is proposed to strengthen these institutirms. An idea
regarding the expgnded activilities of the Sducation Depart-~
ment can be formed from th: fact that the Annual Plan bud-
get of this Départment which has be:n.in the anhbourhood
of about ks 40 lskhs during the past féw years is being
sought to be raised to ks 90 lekhs for ths current financial
year, My Govermment will ensurc that standards of teachin-
at all levels, primary, middle, high and college are
improved,

13. Recognizing the fact that health servimes

have been gzenerally inadequate in this territory, special
efforts have been made to improve them in various spheres.
Last year 10-bedded Primary Hoalth Contres were established
at six placcs and 51 beds were adced to the existing hos-
pitals and dispensaries. During the current year it 1s
proposed to improve fecilities at Primary Health Centres
and dlspensaries and algo at the existing Civil Illospital .
-at Aizawls In the rural areas the scheme of hez2lth servige
has been reorganized and wmulti-purpose workers have becn
tralned and postu@ in the villages, A total strength of 0
Health Supervisors and 320 Health Workers will cover entire
Mizoram through 35 Mzin Centres and 160 8ub-Centres. For a
wider coveragc in rural aress a new scheme launched by the
Government of India known as Community Health Workers'
Scheme has also becn introduced in Mizoram. Under this
Scheme, 500 Community Health Workcrs drawn from the villages
will be given frce training ~“ter which they return to thelr
villages, Last year 127 such workers received training.
Another 160 Workers will be trainec this yzar. Thcse Wor-
kers are proviued with a Medicine kit containing some basic
prophyledic and cura‘ ive medicines.’ The object is to pro-
vide a certain minimim leve-~lef medical and health services
in each village,

1. "In this review of develormental stragegy and
activities I hove covered only the more important Depart-
mz=nts although activities of Gevernmaent extend into wmany
other flelds, iHere again, I wouldaaw the attention of the
Hon'ble Members to o serious problem, which must be u
permost in their mincs, namely th: situation crcated
Thingtam. This situoticn wes antlcipated and certain
measures w.rc initiatcd as far beck as*1976 for Aealine with
the menace of rodents, The emphasis in 1976 and in 1977
was on destruction of rats by distributing rodonticides

to the cultivators and tralning them in their usc, Tcams
comprising of volunterry workers, Agriculture Depa:tment
specialists, stulcats and others were crganiscd to visit
affected arcasanc hcely the farmers in this campaiga.



More than 26 lakhs rats wcre destroyed id this campaign but
even then substantial demege was caused to the pacdy crop.
During the! curr:nt year the emphasis has shifted to provi-
ding relief to the people in distress. The wain strategy has
been, firstly, to bring in sufficient stocks of. foodgraln
into Mizoram' through Food Corporation of India so as to maka
up for the lost crap. As against about 29,000 M.Ts. of -

rice imported durin; the year 1977, this year more than ..
50,000 M.Ts of rice 1s prorosed to be imported. Secondly,.
purchasing power 1s being provided to the affected popule- -
tion by giving largse-scale rellef works under the loy-
ment Geperation Scheme. ‘It is proposed to spend k124 lakhs
during the eurrent year under this scheme,. AdﬂitionaJ
purchasing power is being provided by entrusting to village

- communities the construetion of arriculture roadd, rural
1ink roadd, and at 'some places even P.W. D. roads, . In
cértain areas Food for Work Scheme 1s also being introduced.
The third-prong of the reldef strategy is to prnvide agri-
culture relief loans to cultivators who have to work on
their agricultural-operefions end who cannot narticipate in .
relief works. As per present estimates. ®bout B 90 lakhs will
be disbursed as relief loans. This figure is likely to go .

up depending on the situation. This loan is provided in the X

form of foodgrain ration, the object being that cultivators.
should be free to work in their fields for production of a -
good erop during the current year, lLastly, individuals

who are old, sick or.infirm and who cannot be put on relief
works are bcing provided gratuitous relief. The scale of
rations which was 2 Kgs. per adult per weck in the rural areas
_ was revised to 3 Kzs, per adult p:r week in the month of
February,1978. Rocently, 1t has been decided to enhance it .
to 4 Kgz. per adult per wesk in certainworsg effected. areas -
where the distress is more acute, My Government has been -
alive to this »roblem and will continue to at‘ach- the highest
importance to mezxting this challenge. ,

15, - The working of the threc autonomous District
Couneils in Chhimtuiput District showed some improvement.
‘Inthe past ccertain irregularities had been committed by the.
Pawi emd Chakma District Councils which had been lorked 1nto
by Commissions of BEnguiry. On the basis of the reports. of-the
Commission of Engquiry, the Pawl Pistiict Council had been
dissolved in November, 1676 and th¢ functions of the Chalama
District Council Rad Leén t~lon cver by ~th: Admidistrator:.in.
Oct-k r,1976., It has sinece then been possible to hold elec~
tions to Pawi District Council in November,1977, cnd in
Chakma and Lakher District Councils in December,€977. ALY .
the three District Councils have since elected their Ghaip-
men and Chief Executive Members and these are now funce ..
tioning in a normal wamer. Government will leavc no Btdﬂt
untgrned. to remove any difficulties which may be faced. by \;*
these autonomous District Councils and provide adequate:
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assistancc financially, as well as, administratively for
development in their areas. The area covered by these
District Councils 1is not easily accessible and people are
backward., © A sugtoined effort will be reguired to improve
" the living ccnad :Lt:ums of the poople inhabiting this area.

16, For 1mnruv1ng the quality of living of our neople it

is necessary to pay attention to certain social problems also.
In Mizoram we have certain excellent social traditicns and
every effort should be mace to yrescrve our cultural hetlhage.
Certain evils which have crept int» the society need to be
eradicated, purticulquv the evil of drinking., This evil has’
done much hurm to our soclety particularly the younger genetra-
tion and my Government will tﬂke vigorous measures to imple-
ment the nrogramme of introducing prohibition gracdually as set
forth by the Prime Minister. It will be necessary to enact
appropriate legislation for this purpose and we shall take up
this job cn a priority basis, Among the Government sgrvants
resteiction on Aérinking as prescribed under Government ins-
trictions will be strictly enforced. Drunken behaviour in
public places will be firmly dealt with by the Pclice., 4
systematic campalgn will be organised for educting the

people and bullding up a powerful public opinimm ngainst
drinking,

174 For implementing all the programmes which havzs been
mentloned above we need 2 strong and 2fficient adrminlstration.
Mizoram became a Union Territory cnly six years ago and the
process of building up the administrative infrastructure has
. been going on since then, On thc ground our administrative -
machinery 1s rather wesk, There is also necd fer reorganisa~
tion of certain Departments ani “elug-~tion of gyreatsr powers
to the field officers so that problcms znd difficulties of
the common people may be attented to on the spot, These
tasks will be undertaken by the Gcvernment in a systematic
manner after a careful study. #Apset from reorganis-~tion and
strengthening of the ACministrati-n a special drive will be
launched for eradicatisn of corruntion in the Administration.
The efficiency of Administration, to » large extent is depen~
dent on the integrlity of the officials man-ing the Adminis-
tration and every efrfort will be mnade tc improve the stan-
dards of integrity. My Government is 2l1sn awarc of certain
problems faced by the people living in Thlawhbawks., While a
ceclsion has been taken to extend scme develormental bencfits
to the rcsidents of certain categories of Thlawhbawks, if
will be necessary to study this prodblem in greater 4c;th and
find a sclution to other problems anc gifficulties still :
faced by the people. This task will be taken up on a
priority basise.
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18." . Mr. Speaker and Hon'ble Me mbers, in this brief review
I ha ve glven an outline of the activities of my Govermment
and the prograwmes and policies to be pursued during the current
year, .In a review of this type it is naturally not possible to
cover all the activities and all the programmes of Goverrment
but T have made an endeavour to outline the gnals and the
direction towards whic h we shall be marching, My GoOvernment
will direct all its energles to the essential tasks of eradica-
ting poverty, unamployment, distress on account of Thingtam
and, most important of all, to the tasks of achleving lasting
peace in Mizoram, These are tasks which cannot be accomp}ished
an the basis of a narrow or partisan effort, These require the

unified endsavour of all people, -For accomplishing these tasks
my Govermment would seek wholenhearted comeration from all.
sect:.ions of people, in a -sperit of goodwlll and reconciljiation,
I am confldent that given such goodwill and cooperation and
sincere endeavour on the part of my Government we can march
firmly forward towards the goal of peace, nrogress and pros
perity in Mizoram. With these words I leave you to your
deliberations and wish you all smdorgs,’

- JAI HIND, :

SPEAXER: The House had been addressed by the Lt, Governor this
morning, The copies of his address may now be disa
tributed to the Members, But, before proceed

further, I request our Hontble chief minister to introduce °

his Ministers to the House,

pu Thenphunga Sallo, chief Minister introduced pu Zalrémthanga,
Minister, pu p.B. bsanga, Minlster, pu Lalhmingthanga, Minister,
Pu F.Malsawma, Minlster to the “puse.

spEAKER;- Pl Thammawii has given notice of mMotion of Thanks on

the speech of the Adninistrator, The Motion has
‘been_seconded by pu K.Lalsanga. NowW pl Thammawil mav move her
motion of than:ks.

. PT TTIANM'AWII: | Mr Speaker; I nov exmress my thanks on the

speech delivered by @ur Lt.Govemor in the
House this morming. I am glad that he could Himself come to
the House to delilver the speech., As we know, the speech
contalns sketche$ of condition of Mizoram in varlous fields,
for which all the membeérs are thankful.
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PU KoLALSANGA: ‘ Mr.Speaker, before the liouse, 1
. declare 1y support to Pi Thanmawiits
motion of thanks, | .

SPE.KER: I believe our iizabsers now have” the -

copics of the ;dministrator's .ddress
and motlon of thanks has also becn moved. I hope that the
Members would go through. the idcress before it is discusscd,
so that there may not.be confusion when we have discussion
tomorrow, Business listed for today has been comploteds Sivting
will be resumed tomorrow at 10:30 A.ll, June 23rd

Meeting adjourned at 11:25 .i.
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